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Romanian Holiday
Bucharest’s Athénée Palace Hotel mixes old-world elegance and

Cold War intrigue
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our years before he published Ten Days �at Shook the World, his
epic account of the Bolshevik Revolution, the American

The terrace of the Athénée Palace Hotel, in Bucharest, with a view of the Ateneul
concert hall.
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journalist John Reed traveled to the Balkans in 1915 to cover the First
World War. After journeying into the dark heart of the con�ict, he
would return to Romania, where the war had not yet arrived. �ere,
holed up in Bucharest’s Athénée Palace Hotel, Reed wrote his
dispatches and his book �e War in Eastern Europe.

Reed loved the Athénée Palace. From his room “high up in the
dazzling neo-French façade,” he had a spectacular view of Romania’s
capital city. On his left was the Ateneul, the city’s ornately domed
neoclassical concert hall. On the right stood the royal palace. Beyond
that was a vista of “red-tile roofs and white-stone copings … palaces
and mansions and hotels of the most �orid modern French style, with
an occasional Oriental dome or the bulb of a Rumanian Greek
Church.”

When it opened the previous year, the Athénée Palace was one of the
Continent’s grandest hotels. Designed by the French architect
�éophile Bradeau, its 159 rooms were sumptuously appointed with
Louis XIV furniture; the vast lobby, with its rows of double
Corinthian marble columns, was lit by immense crystal chandeliers.
Guests could sit for hours over Turkish coffee or plum brandy with a
view of the politicians, diplomats, oilmen, journalists, and aristocrats
who gathered there. A door in back led to the American Bar, the
favorite watering hole for war correspondents and expats. It would
become the English Bar, re-christened by the author Olivia Manning,
whose sojourn in Bucharest in 1939 and 1940 inspired the �rst two
books of her Balkan Trilogy.

Holed up in Bucharest’s Athénée
Palace Hotel, Reed wrote his

dispatches and his book �H�\�Y���K�U�f���]�b
�9�U�g�h�Y�f�b���9�i�f�c�d�Y�"
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